SHLECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE 


_— AB, NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDH, AND 
CENTRAL PROVINCES. 


Received up to Sst October, 1870. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


Tax Rohilkhund Akhbdr of the 15th October states that a 
dreadful hailstorm has completely destroyed the crops at Hu- 
zara. The late heavy rain had already done them much injury, 
and this new visitation has finished the work of destruction. 
The grain has been beaten out of the corn, and the zemindars, 
despairing of any harvest, have let loose their cattle in the 
fields. The writer hopes that Government will take pity on 
the sufferers, and by timely aid prevent them being reduced to 
utter want. 


The Akmal-ul-Akhbdr of the 19th of October, in its column 
‘of local news, reports the prevalence of a rumour to the effect 
that an annual tax of Rs. 19-8-0 per head is to be levied from 
every shopkeeper by Government. The writer believes that 
this rumour must have been circulated by some shopkeeper 
who had been assessed under the Income-tax Act. As such 
reports do harm, he suggests that the rumour should be con- 
tradicted in Delhi by public proclamation. 


The Saftr-i-Star of India of the same date has a bien 
article on the antiquities in the Peshawur ‘valley. The gist is 
that in this valley there are numerous remarkable ancient edi- 
fices and vestiges of the towns and villages inhabited by the 
Budhists, which, if proper investigation be made, will greatly 

“assist archeological researches, and disclose much valuable in- 
formation. The writer speaks in particular of four F places of 
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celebrity, and gives brief accounts of each and the antiquities 
to be foundin them. He thinks that were a society established 
in the Panjab, or some other part of India, to investigate 
these ruins, much good might result to the literary world. 


The Allygurk Institute Gazette of ‘the 21st October, in an 
article, dwells upon the mischief done to mankind by incompe- 
tent Native physicians. They impose upon the public by their 
quackery, and cause. the death of hundreds of patients. The 
editor invites the attention of Government: to this matter, and 
recommends that all such ignorant practitioners should be sub- 
jected to an examination, and strictly forbidden to practise as 
physicians until they have passed it successfully. The .best 
plan, in his opinion, would be to appoint in each district a com- 
mittee.composed of scientific men, one or two of whom at least 
should be well versed in medicine, to éxamine the Native 
practitioners there. But as it would not be easy to find quali- 
fied examiners in all districts, it might suffice were a divi- 
sional committee formed at the headquarter station of each 
division. Such of the examinees as pass the test should be 
furnished with a certificate by the’ committee, notifyin g their 
right to practise as physicians. 


The Panjabi Akhbdér of the 22nd tein has the follow- 
ing article on the causes of famine in this country :-— 


“ The state of cultivation is apparently: progressive, there 
being a, marked increase in the number of cultivators, as well as 
in the quantity of land under cultivation, compared with past 
years; This would seem to promise a, comparative increase, in 
the produce of grain; but, unfortunately, the. reverse is the 
case) the reason being, that, while formerly grain was exclu- 
sively grown,. new, opium, indigo, and cotton. are largely, cul- 
tivated, and as they bring in more profit, the cultivation. of 
grain is, neglected, only so. much being grown as is considered 
sufficient; to cover bare wants, and henge nothing remains over 
for future requirements. Accordingly, when in any, year there 
is the least, deficiency in the produce-of corn, famine ensues... : 


“f 
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dependent on rain for its produce. 


“3, Countries where the produce of corn has been plenti- 
fal, and where in consequence no signs of famine can be fore- 
seen, are yet liable to suffer from scarcity. This is owing to 
the export of grain to places where its produce happens to be 
less plentiful. By this arrangement, however, marty advant- 
ages are derived. Lands suffering from famine are helped by 
others in better circumstances, and thus a system of reciprocal 
help is kept up. In former days this was not the case; the 
produce of each country remained whate it was. Such a 
policy was unsound and detrimental. : 


“4, It often happens that there are actually no signs of 
famine, and the past harvest has been good while the fitnie pro- 
mises well, and yet the prices of provisions rise high. This is 
brought about by the joint concurrence of corn-dealers, who raise 
or lower prices at their will. If rain does not fall for afew days, 
they raise their prices, though, as a matter of fact, the rain 
may not affect them at all. Similarly, rich men of villages lend 
money to zemindars and cultivators, and in return receive 
grain from them, which they store up and sell at exorbitant rates. 


“ Knowing full well all the causes of famine, it becomes 
Government, whenever such a calamity is apprehended, to 
ascertain to which cause itis attributable, and to take remedial 
steps accordingly. If it is found to take its rise from real, and 
not accidental causes, even then the baniyas should be closely 
watched to see that they do not oppress the poor. At any rate, . 
they should not have the power to raise or reduce prices.” 


The Unde Delhi Gazette of the same date i is informed by 
a correspondent at Mussoorie that cases of theft are very 
frequent there. The inner as well as the outer apartments of 
houses are robbed, but no trace of the thieves is: found. When 
a. case'of theft becomes known, the usual notice is giver to* 
the: police; who send. one or two men. to make: inquiries. 


) 
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Fliesé men merely éxamine the spot, and record some remarks 
regarding the case. 

- Under the heading #7; wy the same paper snate 
that a party of bad characters, comprising ten men and five 
or six women, pursue the sinful practice of kidnapping fair 
females, whom they strip of their ornaments and sell. These 
kidnappers wander about at the distance of five miles from 
the city. Only recently four or five women succeeded in 
escaping from them. It is said that such cases of kidnap- 


ping owe their origin to the foolish custom of decorating young 
women with valuable ornaments. 


The same paper learns that His Excellency the Viceroy 
and Governor-General, after consultation with the Political 
Agents now in his suite, has decided that a meeting of panches, 
comprising, among other members, Thakur La ghndhir Singh, 
be held at Alwar. The proposal to dispossess the Maharaja 
of his State has, for the present, been deferred, it having been 
thought proper to adopt a more suitable course, so as to 
ensure the good of Alwar, and convince the Maharaja what 
duties are expected of a man in his high and responsible posi- 


tion, and what evils have resulted from his neglect to perform 
_ those duties. 


The same paper learns from a correspondent at Lucknow 
that the demise of Sir Mahéraja Man Singh, K.C.S.I., having 
left vacant the Vice-Presidentship of the British Indian Society, 
which he had so long filled with great credit, it is a question _ 
who among the talookdars will be elected by the members of 
— the society to succeed him. Rajas Tajammul Husain Khén 
of Bhatyamow and Amir Hassan Khan of Mohammedabad 
~ seem to be best qualified for the post: of these, the latter is an 


English scholar, and possesses many good qualities which sup- 
port his claims for the honour. 


- The Najm-ul-Akhbdr of the 24th October has an article on 
the vegetable productions of India. The writer remarks that, 
notwithstanding a long residence in India, the English have. 
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miade no great advancement in a knowledge of. the products 
of this rich and fertile country, which affords an ample field 
for botanical researches ; he further comments upon the need 
of a treatise on flora Indica, in the absence of which the people 
of this country find it exceedingly difficult to acquire a know- 
ledge of botany. 


A correspondent of the Oudh Akhbar of the 25th October 
complains that a district treasury in Oudh refused to cash 
a Calcutta currency-note, asserting that Allahabad currency- 
notes could alone be.cashed at treasuries in Oudh. Accordingly, 
the owner, who stood in urgent need of money, was obliged 
to sell it to a person with great loss to himself. The writer en- 
quires as to the use of currency-notes, if the possessor of them 
cannot, at a time of urgent need, procure their equivalent in 
ey in any part of the country. 

EDUCATIONAL. 


The Akhbér-i-Alam of the 20th October has an article on 
the rewards assigned by the Government, North-Western Pro- 
vinces, for the production of useful works in the Vernacular, 
under Notification No. 791A., dated the 20th August, 1868. 
It is stated that since the ni three years a sum of Rs. 5,000 
has been set aside annually for this purpose, and that the kinds 
of books chiefly encouraged are those on ethical subjects, and 
such as may be suitable for the women of India. A good many 


works of both kinds have now been published, and, in the writer’s 
opinion, the necessity for such books no longer exists. Books 


and treatises on geography, natural philosophy, chemistry, 
and the several branches of natural history, such as zoology, 


botany, and mineralogy, are a great desiderata, and as these: 
abound in English, French, and other Western languages, 
« translation of them would supply a want in India, 
and would not only prove of great and practical utility to the- 


people, but would create a desire in thém to cultivate useful 


and interesting science. “Books which now receive the patron~ 
age of Government, are mostly indebted for their materials to- 
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those well-known Persian works on ethics, the Akhldgq-i«Jalalt; 
Akhlag-i-Ndsir(, and Akhlagq-t-Muhsint, and present little or no 
originality. Accordingly, it would be well, in the writer’s opi- 
nion, if the Government altered: the prize notification with 
reference to his suggestions, promising rewards in future 


exclusively for works on such branches of science as those 
noted above.- 


The Agra Akhbér of the 20th October i is informed that a. 
school has been established at Jubbulpore for the benefit of the 
sons Of railway employés and other persons. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


) The Nastmri-Ji aunpore of the 18th October ostion with 
pleasure the interest taken by the people of Jaunpore in the 
movement for checking useless extravagance in marriages. 
Two meetings of Kshattriyas were lately held for adopting mea- 
sures in connection therewith. The latter of these, convened 
at Sangra Mow, on the 7th October, under the auspices of Tha- 
kur Randhir Singh, a talookdar of that place, was attended by. 
about 1,000 Kshattriyas, who with one accord approved of the 
rules for the regulation of marriage expenses adopted by. their 
brethren at Benares, and drew up an agreement, which was 
signed by 445 respectable persons among them. 


i Agra. Akhbdér of the 20th October alludes to the liberal 
offer of Rs. 25,000: made by a banker at Ajmere for illu-. 
minating the And Sagar Lake, on the occasion of the visit of 
His Eixcelleney the Viceroy and Governor-General to that city. 


_ Another article in the same paper states that the Maha- 
raja of Barodah has contributed Rs. 500 for the support of the 
widows and orphans of those who have been destroyed in the: 
wreck. of the steamer “ Captain.” It is added, that. the: 
Mahf4raja intends to establish. sehools in: his territory: 

 Bhe Urdi Delhi Gazette of the 22nd October praises the 
Raja of Sirmour for his good administration, his peaceful : 
poliey, and his attention tothe welfare of his subjects. The 
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Maharaja has established a school in his territory for impart- 
ing instruction in English to his subjects, and cut nice roads 
in places where passengers formerly found it difficult to pass. 


The following Vernacular newspapers have been examined 


in this report, viz. :-— 


No. WHERE Pous- WHEN RzE- 
maue LISHED. DATE. CEIVED. 
: 1870. 1870. 
1 | Vidyé Vilds, ooo | JAMMU, - | Octr. 8th | Octr. 28th 
2 | Gwalior Gazette, ... | Gwalior, aoe - 9th 27th 
3 M a tla-t-N ur, eee Cawnpore, eee 99 | Oth ee 2 6th 
4 | Dabdaba-i-Sikandari, ... | Rampore, 006 » - 10th | - 26th 
5 | Saftr-i-Star of India, ,.. | Gujaranwalla,... » 12th » 27th 
6 | Majma-ul-Bahrain, eo. | Ludhiana, __... » 18th 29th 
7 | Mufid-i-Am, .. | Agra, eee , 15th 25th 
8 | Rohilkhund Akhbér, ...|Muradabad, ...| | 15th| ., 27th 
9 | Khair Khwéh-i-Panjab, ...| Gujaranwalla,..| ,, 15th| ,, 27th 
10 | Dabdaba-i-Sihkandari, ... | Rampore, ee » tea 26th 
11 | Mérwér Gazette, ..|Jodhpore, ...| , 17th| 4, 926th 
12 | Nastm-i-Jaunpore, eos | JauNpore, eee » 18th : 26th 
13 | Oudh Akhbar, ..|Lucknow, ..| ,, 18th| ,, 29th 
14 | Akmal-ul-Akhbér,  ... | Delhi, nt . ls a 
15 | Saftr-i-Star of India, ... | Gujaranwalla,... » 19h » 27th 
16 | Mdlwéd Akhbér, — ... | Indour, eck nk a ee 
17 | Muftd-ul-Andm, | .. | Futtehgurh, ... » 20th » 26th 
18 Akhba r-i-Al am, eee Meerut, eee 99 20th 9 27th 
19 | Agra Akhbar, ... | Agra, eo. jae 
20 | Naiyir-i-Akbar, .. | Bijnour, eos » 20th » 29th 
21 | Majma-ul-Bahrain, _... | Ludhiana, _... » 20th » 29th 
22 | Allygurh Institute Gazette,| Allygurh, ... » wie » 24th 
23 | Lawrence Gazette, oo. | Meerut, vee » 2a » 26th - 
24 | Panjdbt Akhbar, oo. | Lahore, ees 5» 22nd » 26th 
25 | Urdi Delhi Gazette, ... | Agra, eee »» 22nd » 26th 
26 | Riydz-i-Nur-i-Hind, ... | Muradabad, ... » sand » wren 
27 Anjuman-t-H ind 9 eee Lucknow, e0e 99 22nd 9 28th 
98 | Rohilkhund Akhbar, ... | Muradabad, ... » 22nd » 29th 
99 J alwa-t- Tur 9 eoe Meerut, eco yy 23rd 9 27th 
30 | Jagat Samdchdr, — ees Ditto, wise eee » eee 
31 | Karndémah, »e | Lucknow, ove — toe. | 
3 2 M a tla-i- Nir, eee Cawnp ore, eee 99 2 4th ry 2 8th 
33 Ni ajm-ul-Akhbdr , e0e Meerut, eee 99 24th 9 29th 
34 | Dabdaba-i-Sikandaré, .... | Rampore, as » 24th » 29th 
35 | Nasim-i-Jaunpore, eos | JAUNPOTE, —s_ ave »» 25th » 29th 
36 | Oudh Akhbar, oe | LUCKNOW, vee » 25th »» 29th 
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The 2nd November, 1870. Offg. Govt. Reporter, Vernacular Press, 


Upper India. 
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